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BOARD 1: AGENDA
Introduction. Sun Tzu hates protracted war - but Mao loves
it. Why do they see this issue so differently?
Introduce myself: Hi, I’m John Lemay and welcome to my
basement war room.
Agenda: In this 4th video in The Great Military Philosophers
on Afghanistan Series I’ll dive into the Art of War Chapter 2:
Waging War and discuss protraction, protracted war for nonstate actors, and the DIME model of national power.
Transition: So let’s jump right in to Waging War.
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BOARD 2: WAGING WAR
• Sun Tzu is concerned about protraction. The first thing he says in Chapter 2 is about money
and financing war is the major theme for Chapter 2.
• "The art of warfare is this: For an army of one thousand fast four-horse chariots, one thousand
four-horse leather-covered wagons, and one hundred thousand armor-clad troops, and for the
provisioning of this army over a distance of a thousand li, what with expenses at home and on
the field, including foreign envoys and advisors, materials such as glue and lacquer, and the
maintenance of chariots and armor, only when you have in hand one thousand pieces of gold for
each day can the hundred thousand troops be mobilized.” (Ames)
• "In joining battle, seek the quick victory. If battle is protracted, your weapons will be blunted and
your troops demoralized.” (Ames)
• "If your armies are kept in the field for a long time, your national reserves will not suffice. Where
you have blunted your weapons, demoralized your troops, exhausted your strength and depleted
all available resources, the neighboring rulers will take advantage of your adversity to
strike.” (Ames)
• "Thus in war, I have heard tell of a foolish haste, but I have yet to see a case of cleverly dragging
on the hostilities. There has never been a state that has benefited from an extended
war.” (Ames)
• "A state is impoverished by its armies when it has to supply them at a great distance. To supply
an army at a great distance is to impoverish one’s people.” (Ames)
• "you will be forced to increase district exactions for the military. All your strength is spent on the
battlefield, and the families on the home front are left destitute. The toll to the people will have
been some 70 percent of their property” (Ames)
• "Hence, in war prize the quick victory, not the protracted engagement.” (Ames)
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BOARD 3: NON-STATE ACTORS
"Thus in war, I have heard tell of a foolish haste, but I have yet to see a case of cleverly dragging
on the hostilities. There has never been a state that has benefited from an extended war.” (Ames)
• Mao, a who certainly was a student of Sun Tzu, pushes back a bit in his book “On Protracted
War” (a series of lectures delivered by Mao in 1938).
• I agree with Sun Tzu that protracted war is never good for the state - but because of that it is an
important strategy for non-state actors. (As an aside, some call this “asymmetric warfare” which
is simply pitting your strengths against the opponent’s weakness).
Is Osama Bin Ladin a brilliant strategist? Intentional protraction or not….?
• "But your most disgraceful case was in Somalia, where after vigorous propaganda that lasted
few months, regarding the power of America and its post cold war leadership of the new world
order; you moved tens of thousands of international force, including twenty eight thousand
American soldiers into Somalia. However, when dozens of your troops were killed in minor
battles, and one American pilot was dragged in the streets of Mogadishu, you left the area
defeated, carrying your dead in disappointment and humiliation. Clinton appeared in front of the
whole world threatening and promising revenge. But these threats were merely a preparation for
withdrawal. God has dishonored you when you withdrew, and it clearly showed your weaknesses
and powerlessness.” – Bin Ladin
• Zawahiri was the deputy leader of al Qaeda and his 2001 book Knights Under the Prophet’s
Banner is gives insight into AQ’s strategic thinking. "[The Muslim nation] has responded
favorably to the call for the jihad against the Americans. . . . [T]he jihad movement moved to the
center of the leadership of the [Muslim] nation when it adopted the slogan of liberating the nation
from its external enemies. . . . [Striking at the United States would force the Americans to]
personally wage the battle against the Muslims, which means that the battle will turn into a clearcut jihad against infidels.” p75-78.
Certainly the Taliban are using protraction as a strategy. (As is Iran and DAE’SH (AQ in Iraq)).
And the United States is losing the Afghanistan and Iraq Wars due to protraction - but the United
States is far from defeated. Excepting 9/11 the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq had no impact on US
citizens while they are being waged and losing them will have no impact on the lives of US
citizens.
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BOARD 4: NATIONAL POWER
DIME: Diplomatic, Informational, Military, Economic.
• Not lines of effort, but a pyramid.
• Sun Tzu knew that military power was built on economic power.
• Economic is built on geography - that is why the US today after losing two
wars a nation during the Waring States period would have been destroyed if
it’s army was exhausted. Additionally rivers, oceans, national resources =
economic power.
• Diplomacy is predicated on military and economic power.
• Information is built on military, economic and diplomatic. The most important
way to broadcast information is to act – not talk. Bin Ladin’s call to unite the
Muslim world in holy war was nothing until he attacked New York on 9/11.
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Swetnam
Osama Bin Ladin’s “Declaration of War”: Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders - World Islamic Front
Statement. https://fas.org/irp/world/para/docs/980223-fatwa.htm
9/11 Commission Report: https://www.9-11commission.gov/
Declaration of Jihad against the Americans Occupying the Land of the Two Holiest
Sites: https://ctc.usma.edu/harmony-program/declaration-of-jihad-against-the-americansoccupying-the-land-of-the-two-holiest-sites-original-language-2/
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JP 1, Doctrine for the Armed Forces of the Untied States, https://www.jcs.mil/Doctrine/JointDoctrine-Pubs/Capstone-Series/
Conclusion:
• If this presentation was valuable, please join my facebook group “Lessons of the
Afghanistan and Iraq Wars.” https://www.fb.com/groups/WarLessons/
• Please comment!
• Additionally, if you would like a look behind the scenes of The Basement War Room, sign up for
the newsletter on my website. https://mailchi.mp/83e750381519/thebasementwarroom
• Thank you for watching!
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